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A ſhort Account of the Author. 


R JOHN DAPIDSON, the author of the 
following Examination and Catechiſm, was 

ſettled as Miniſter at Salt-Preſton, alias Preſtonpans 
in November 1595. He was a man of eminent pie⸗ 
ty; faithful and diligent in every branch of the mi- 
niſterial office; one well acquainted with the doctrines 
of the goſpel, eminently verſed in the myſteries 
of religion, and a zealous defender of truth in oppo- 


ſition to error; and one endued with ſingular courage 


and reſolution in the cauſe of God and truth. He 
makes a diſtinguiſhed figure in the hiſtory of the re- 
formed and covenanted church of Scotland, as a brave 
and faithful contender againſt Prelacy in its various 
ſhapes and vizards, and a violent. oppoſer of incroach- 
ments upon the crown and royal prerogatives of Zionꝰs 
King ; in which glorious cauſe he ſuffered, though not 
unto blood. be”. at 

Several remarkable inſtances of his undaunted cou- 
rage and boldneſs in the cauſe of Chriſt, and ſeveral faith- 


ful letters wrote by him to different aſſemblies of the 
church, are recorded, to his laſting honour, in Calder« ' 
wood's hiſtory, p. 31%, 404, 20, 49, 57+ 3 and in that 
of Spat/wvo2d, though an enemy, p. 450, 64. From 


thence it appears, that the righteous is bold as à 


lion, and that Mr Davidſon contended earneſtly for 


the faith once delivered unto the ſaints ; that he was 
highly eſteemed by his honeſt brethren in the miniſtry, 
and employed by them on occaſions difficult and im- 
portant ; that in all he acquitted himſelf with honour, 
and to the good of the church; that when diſabled 
from attending the judicatures, he was a faithful 
friend and adviſer by his letters, and a prime pro- 
moter of zeal and faithfulneſs with reſpect to the in- 
tereſts of the Lord Jeſus. For proteſting at the aſſem- 
blies , 1.596 and 1598, and uſing much fajthfu neſs 


and honeſt freedom with K. James VI. who. was 
preſent at both thoſe meetings, ha incurred the diſ- 
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4 Some Account of the Author. 


pleaſure of that monarch, ever an enemy to true pl 0 
ety, and to honeſty in the cauſe of God, which he pee 
laboured to diſcourage by all the arts of treachery ¶ ced 
and cunning, and in ſpite of ſolemn. promiſes and was 
covenant-engagements. Mr David/on, being thus Ma 
an eye-ſore to a King, vain, proud, and ambitious, t 
and a violent ſtickler for prerogative, and that form Wl bis 
of government in the church that is calculated to hu. W jy 
mour the pride, flatter the ambition, and connive at cy's 
the impiety of the kings of the earth, was, as a re- yas 
ward of honeſty and faithfulneſs to his glorious Ma- Wl : ye 


ſter, firſt impriſoned in Edinburgh caſtle ; afterwards Ml at t 


confined to his own houſe at Salt-Preſton; and at Wl alas 


laſt, as a mighty favour, allowed to exerciſe his mi- N j5, + 


Mr Davidſon into his old grace and favour again, if he 
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till the day of his death, which happened about 


all the friends of reformation ; and his memory is 


_. Fmblies, and for writing to them. But this the 
faithful man could not in conſcience do; and fo, for 


niſtry within the bounds of his own pariſh only, with- fem 
out the privilege of attending the judicatures. Though kna: 
he earneſtly ſupplicated the King to take off this re- maſt 
ſtraint ; and though application was made to him WW the ; 
when going to take poſſeſſion of the Engliſh throne, W tion 
by an - honourable gentleman ; yet that prince was up i 
deaf to all_intreaties. He offered indeed to receive ce 


would acknowledge his fault for proteſting at the aſ- 


ought appears, continued confined to his own pariſh 


the year 1608. His death was deeply regretted by 


ſtill reſpected, as an eminent ſervant of Chriſt, and a 
brave champion and ſufferer for preſbytery; which 
all the ſincere of that perſuaſion believe to be the on- * 
ly. form of government appointed by Chriſt in the I p. x; 


church, and which this valuable man accounted it his 


honour to witneſs and ſuffer for. 1 
„„ Hed N treat. 
Some remarkable paſſages concerning our author, ſion 
I ſhall here narrate, as collected by the grave and it un 
learned author of the Fulfilling F the Scripture. 4 
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Remarkable Paſſages concerning the Author, 5 


« Mr Davidſon, miniſter of the goſpel at Salt- 
Preſton, (ſays that author *), may be truly inſtan- 
ced as one of an extraordinary prophetic ſpirit ; who 
was likewiſe eminently zealous and faithtul for his 
Maſter in a time of the church's defection, as Dido- 
clavius (Mr David Calderwood +) in his preface to 
his Mtare Damaſcenum ꝗ terms him; Cato & con- 
ſtans Cato ſui temporis. He did then foreſee Prela- 
cy's breaking in upon the church, when King James 
was preſling the ſetting up of ſuperintendents, under 
a very ſpecious pretext, and was for that end himſelf 
at the aſſembly in Dundee, having engaged many, 
alas too many ! to conſent thereto. But Mr David- 
ſon with great boldneſs roſe up, and warned the aſ- 


ſembly of the hazard ; and told them, he ſaw the 


knave Biſhop, with his mitre, coming in under that 
maſk ; yea, did ſolemnly in his own name, and in 
the name of the church of Scotland, enter a proteſta- 
tion againſt that ſtep of defeQion, and their yielding 


up in fo far the liberties of the church to pleaſe men. 


% Whilſt he was miniſter at Salt Preſton, the build- 
ing of a church was by him much endeavoured, which 
he did advance much out of his own private intereſt, 
my Lord Newbattle, who then had a great intereſt in 
the pariſh, engaging to help it forward ; from which 


he after reſiled, and thereby fruſtrated the work. 


Whereupon Mr Davuidſon told him, theſe walls that 
were then begun to be builded, ſhould ſtand as a wit- 
neſs againſt him; and that ere long God ſhould root 


out him and his eſtate out of that pariſh, and he 


* Fulfilling of the Scripture, Lond. edit. fel. 1726. * 


p. 192. 193. 


+ Author of the hiſtory of the church of Scotland. bY 741 


+ Or the Altar of Damaſcus ; a valuable and learned 
treatiſe againſt Epiſcopacy; to which none of that perſua- 
fon have ever attempted an anſwer. K. Jamts VI. thought 


it unanſwerable. 


ſhould 
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6 Remarkable Paſſages concerning the Auther. 


| ſhortly after had a viſible accompliſhment. 


man hath reſpect for thy ſake to ity ſervants ; but he 5 
ttie knoweth, that in a ſhort time he muſt carry us. Js 


ſhould not have a piece of land in the fame ; which 


« Tt was very clear from many paſſages of his life, 
that the ſecret of the Lord was in an extraordinary 
way with him. Some of theſe which have been 
tranſmitted from them who particularly knew the 4770 
ſame, are indeed moſt worthy of a remark. _ 2 
- & At a certain aſſembly of the church, Mr 70% 


Spotfwood, and Mr James Law, who were then en- oy 
tered into the mmiſtry, were proceſſed for ſome groſs al 
acts of profanity ; where Mr Davidſon finding the IF 


aſſembly too eaſy to paſs the ſame, in regard of their WW... 5. 
parts and gifts, only with a rebuke, he did with much eve 
vehemency preſs their depoſition; and after being % ,, 
croſſed therein, ſaid, You will needs ſpare theſe tus at 
men, whereat I am grieved ; but the time is coming Pp ef 
when they ſhall trample upon your necks, and upon %% 
the church of Scotland. And it is well known what MW; 


> = . 242 þ 
an accompliſhment this prediction kad. ar 
Being with Mr Bruce one time at dinner, who . 
8 : e 
was then in great favour with the King, he had theſe 
| en in g could 
words in giving thanks after meat: Lord, thy ſer- cv 
vant here is now a great favourite of the cnurt, and Nane, 
u much reſpect ; but he ſhall be within a little as much Pp 
perſecuted as he is now in favour, and go drum the I , 
 fſreets, when many who have him this day in eſteem, 1716. 
dull not give him a ſalutation which was very ma- hat 
nifeſt afterwards. And at another time, whilſt Mr Ne, 


Robert Bruce and he were dining together in the , 2 
houfe of one of the magiſtrates of the town, who fy 
was then a cordial friend to godly miniſters, he did 


alſo, in his plain and free way, break forth with theſe - ap 
Words, whilſt he was giving thanks: Lord, this good Na 


did, 
let 7 
him 1 


are! 
„ There . . 


— 
. * % 5 


both who are here to priſon. Which words did much 


trouble that honeſt man, though afterwards it came 
molt exactly to pals. 
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: Remarkable Paſſages concerning the Author. 7 


% There is one more remarkable paſſage, which 
[ ſhould fear to ſet down, it is ſo ſtrange, but that I 
had the dame confirmed by ſome worthy of credit, 
who ſhewed me, that from thoſe that were preſent . 
and familiar with Mr Davidſon they had it related. 
A gentleman nearly related to a great family of that 
pariſh, but a moſt violent hater of piety, did upon that 
account beat a poor honeſt man who lived there, ha- 
ving not the leaſt ſhadow of provocation; and amongſt 
her ſore ſtrokes, gave one upon the back, with theſe 
wrds, Take this for Mr David/on's ſake. After 
which, the honeſt man was for a time forced to keep 
tis bed, and complained moſt of that ſtroke which he 
rave him on the back, as that which he felt more than 
all the reſi. But the Sabbath following, Mr Davidſon 
ſpeaking in the cliſe of his ſermon, concerning the op- 
wefſion of the godly, and enmity which wicked men 
rad to ſuch, did very particularly touch that late in- 
ſance, ſaying, was a fad time, a profane man 
ved thus openly adventure to vent his rage againſt 
thoſe who were ſeekers of Cod in the place, whilſh he 
meld have no cauſe but the very appearance of his i- 
nage. and with great authority ſaid, He who hath 
tne this, were be the Laird, or the Laird's brother, 
re a few days paſs, God ſhall give him a ſiroke that 
the monarchs of the earth dare not challenge. 
Which was then publicly known, how in the clofe of 
that very week, ſiauding before his door, he was . 
track dead with a thunder-bolt, and all his bones 
cruſhed. | 

« A little before the death of this great ſervant of 
Chriſt, having an occaſional rencounter with Mr Joh 
ler, a young gentleman who was lately come from 
france, and had then no thoughts of the minit 
try, but was in a very courtly dreſs, Ar Davidkow 
lid, in a ſolemn wa, charge him to caſt off his ſcar- 
kt cleak, and lay aſide his gilded rapier, and tale 
tim to hi backs ; for you are the man, ſays he, wha 
ne to ſucceed me in the miniſtry at this place: which 
oa broad 
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was very aſtoniſhing to that gentleman for the pre. 
ſent ; + IE fell out. He did immediately ſuc. 
ceed him there, where he was for many years an holy 
and faithful miniſter of the goſpel. This laſt paſſage 
many yet alive, who had the ſame from the ſeid Mr 
Fohn Ker, can witneſs. 

« In the year 1596, (p. 418.) upon Tueſday the 
thirtieth of March, the miniſters, and other com- 
miſſioners of the general aſſembly, met at Edin. 
burzh, found it duty by themſelves, to conveen in 
the church at nine o' clock, (one of the doors being 
ſhut, and the other kept open for the meeting only), 
for humbling themſelves and wreſtling with God, to 
purſve a national, as well as a perſonal reconciliation; 
the whole number amounting to four hundred of 
miniſters, and ſome ſele*t Chriſtians and elders o 
the church with them. Where after prayer, . and 
Mr J7o/n Davidſin choſen to preſide amongſt them, 

he cauſed the third and thirty-fourth chapters of E- 


+ Zekiel to be read, and then ſaid, Seeing it had plea. 


fed the Jord to move them to ci uſe him, who was the 
unworthieſt and unmeeteſt of the number for that place, 


a preicher thut day, they were not to look that he 


came to be cenſured by them, but to uſe the authority 


a teacher, as ts hearers, without any prejudice 11 
fat liberiy given them of the Lord, to try the ſpirits, 
..* whether they be Cod or not. He ſkewed what was 


the end of their meeting ; that it was the confeſſion 0 
-fins, and to promiſe a forſaking thereof, to turn unti 
the Lord, and enter into a new covenant and league 
with kim, that thus by repentance they might be th 
meeter io provoke others to the ſame. In which he 
was followed with that power for moving of their 
ſpirits in application, that within an hour after the 
were entered into the church, they looked with an 
other countenance than that wherewith they entered 
And whilſt he exhorted them to that retired: work 
of meditation, and acknowledgment of their ſins 
whilſt then together, for the ſpace of a quarter - ar 
| -' > 008 
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hour, they were thus humbling themſelves ; yea ſuch 
a joint concurrence with thoſe ſighs and groans, and 
„Lich ſhedding of tears amongſt the moſt, every one 
- provoking another by their example, and the teacher 
i himſelf by his, fo as the very church reſounded, and 

that place might worthily be called Bochim ; for the 
he like of that day had not been ſeen in Scotland ſince 


humiliation for preſent judgments, or imminent dan- 
gers; but the like for fin and defection, was never 
before that time. After prayer and public confeſſion, 
he treated upon that ſcripture, Luke xii. 22. won- 
derfully afliſted by the Spirit of the Lord, for the 
work, both of caſting down and raiſing up: which 
exerciſe continued till near one o' clock after noon. 
And when they were to diſſolve, they did there ſo- 
lemnly join, and enter into a new league and cove- 
nant with God, holding np their hands thereto, with 
z. that ſeriouſneſs and weight, as was a moving ſight to 
all preſent.” 


el burgh in 1602; and reprinted in that city in 1708, 
with a preface by Mr Milliam Jamicſon, an eminent 
champion againſt Epiſcopacy, vindicating Mr David- 
ſin from a vile calumny and forgery invented by one 


its 

0a Curate Calder. It has been greatly eſteemed by all 
good Chriſtians fince its firſt publication, as moſt or- 
e thodox and ſound, and containing an excellent ſum- 


mary of Chriſtian principles. It has likewiſe been 
quoted, with approbation, by the twelve brethren in 
their anſwers to the Commiſiion's queries in relation 
to a book, intitled, The Marrow of modern Divinity, 
as agreeing with a number of excellent catechiſms, 
public and private, and the confeſſions of all the re- 
formed churches, in ſome of the moſt important 
fan of the goſpel, particularly that "_ to 
ait 
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the reformation. There have been many days of 


The following Catechiſm was firſt printed at Edi 


and alfo by the late Reverend Mr Thomas Boſton, 
who, for his learned treatiſes and evangelical writings, 
ES | B Will 
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will be reſpected in the churches of Chriſt to the end 
of time, in his.excellent notes on that valuable book. 
This Catechiſm has been out of print for many 
years; therefore a new edition of it was thought ſea- 
ſonable and neceſſary at this time. 
The old tranilation of the Bible being that uſed in 
the author's time, all the ſcripture- authorities brought 
by him, were according to that verſion in the for- 
mer editions. But in the preſent they are altered, 
and made agreeable to the tranſlation now in uſe, 
And whereas the ancient method of ſpelling runs 
through the former editions, the modern is now u- 
ſed ; which was judged highly neceſſary, on account 
of the difficulty people find in reading books ſo 
ſpelled. | 
To Mr Dauidſen's Catechiſm,” is ſubjoined a tran. 
lation of the Summula Catechiſmi, annexed to the 
Rudiments of the Latin tongne, which has been 
taught in Grammar-{chools ſince the reformation, as 
an excellent compend of Chriſtian divinity. This lit. 
tle catechiſm has been greatly valued by ſuch as had 
 accefs to underſtand it; and it is quoted with ap- 
probation, as agreeable to the public ſtandards of the 
Church of Scotland, by the aforementioned twelve 
brethren, and by the great Mr Boſton, who alſo was 
one of them. 
Great care has been taken to purge this edition of 
the many blunders with which almoſt every page of the 


|, * former aboundeth. And it is hoped theſe catechiſms 


will prove an excellent mean of inſtruction and en- 

tertainment to all ſuch as deſire to know the truth as 

it is in Jeſus ; of informing the ignorant, and con- 
. Hirming the intelligent. And if they ſhall prove uſe- 
ful for theſe valuable ends, let God have all the glo- 
ry, and let every one lay inen? 


The 


Thi 


The following Act and Recommendation was prefix- 
ed to all the former editions. 


At Edinburgh, the 7th of Nowember 1599. 


He Prouincial aſſembly of Lothiane and Twed- 
dale, hauing red and com ſidered the forme of 
Examination, and Catechiſme, writien by cur brother 
Maiſter Iohn Dauidſon, approues the ſame, and ag- 


prees that it fall bee imprented. Extract furth of- 


the books of the prouinciall afſemblie of Lothiane and 
Tweddale, by mee Richarde Thomeſone clerk there- 
to, 

Richard Thomeſone. 


To the Reader, 


F the often repetitions following, to any man ſeem 
tedious and ſuperfluous, let him conſider, that 
here we have to do but with rude beginners, that 


are weaned from the milk (as it were), and drawn ** 


from the breaſts ; tv whom, as to children begin- 
ning to learn, precept muſt be upon precept, 
precept upon precept, line upon line, line upon 
line, &c.; which craves painful labour of the teach- 
ers, with great plainneſs.; which is not ſo com- 
mon perhaps in this our church and country as 


need were - and therefore the Apoſtle Peter faith; 


Wherefore I will not be negligent to put you al- 
ways in remembrance of theſe things, though ye 
know them, and be eſtabliſhed in the preſent 
truth, &c. 2 Pet. i. 12. Much more then is re- 
petition needful to ſuch as are young in know- 
ledge, or rather ignorant; as ti Gentiles wiſely 
acknowledge, who beſought Paul and Barhabas, that 


they would preach theſe words, that is, the ſame. 
words they heard that Sabbath-day, to them the 


To 


next Sabbath-day, As oy 42. 
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To his loving flock of Salt. Preſton, who, by 


the preaching of the goſpel, believe, and 


turn to the Lord, 


JOHN DAVIDSON wiſheth increafe of faith 
and repentance, with conſtancy therein, to the end, 
and in the end. Amen. 


Hat bath been the drift of my doctrine ſince 
4 God placed me among you, well-beloved in 
Chriſt Jeſus, ye cannot be ignorant; ſeeing, without 
exceliency of words and all curioſity, in moſt plain 
ſorr, after my familiar manner, I ſhew you the te— 
ſtimony of GoJ, eſteeming not 1% kniw any ting 
among you, as the Apoſtle faith, ſave 7eſus Chrilt, 
and him- crucified. For the which purpoſe, this day 
ſeven year, to wit, the 16th day of Member 1595, 
the firſt time I ſpake among you, I made choice of 
this. place of ſcripture following to be as a ground 


of that doctrine which thereafter I minded to build 


thereupon, during our continuance together at God's 

leaſure. The place was this, as ye remember; 
The-people which ſat in darkneſs, ſaw great light, 
& c. Matih. iv. 16. Firſt, I opened the true meaning 
gf the place; obſerving ſome pertinent notes there- 


upon. Thereafter, I made ſome uſe thereof by ap- 


plication to you for that preſent, as a people by the 


- Tea-coaſt, Jong ſitting in no leſs darkneſs than did 


they of Galilee that dwelt by the lake of Cenneſa- 
reth, which was to them as a ſea: ſhewing there- 
withal the great mercy of God toward you, in of- 
fering to you that day the light of his goſpel after 


och a rare manner; ſo that rightly it might be faid 


over again'of new, The people that walked in darkneſs, 
have ſeen a great light. Laſt, alter all this, I ga- 
thered ſome. general grounds of Chriſtian religion:out 
of that place; as, fi, The miſerable, blind eſtate 
of man by nature, without Chriſt; e 
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moſt comfortable light of ſalvation in Chriſt ; third. 
„ That men receive Chriſt his light by faith wrought 
by the Holy Spirit, in the preaching of the goſpel 
furthly, The end, that walking in that light of Chriſt, 
we may glorify him that has tranſlated us out of 
darkneſs into his wonderful light. 

Hereunto, in the afternoon the ſame day, I added 
theſe words of Chriſt, Behold, I ſtand at the door and 
noche If any man hear my voice, and open the door, 
[will come in to him, and will ſup with him, and he with 
ne, Rev. iii. 20. to ſerve as a ſpur to exhort you 
to the chearful embracing of fo comfortable a gueſt ; 
which moved the whole pariſh preſent, fo, at that 
ime and long thereaftcr, that, as the Apoſtle ſpeak- 
th of the Galatians, I bear you record, that if it had 
[en poſſible, ye would have plucked out your own eyes, 
md fade given them to me. Though now and then 
to ſome I become an enemy for ſpeaking of the 
ruth; God grant them amendment that offend of 
iſmplicity, and not of malice. But we muſt not be 
offended, though one part only, of the four parts of 
ground that the ſeed of God's word lights en, and 
ſeem for the moſt part to receive it, be fruitful : for 
Satan is a buſy biſhop ;- and perſecution, and cares: 


of the world, with fleſhly pleaſures, are not ſoon o- 


rercome. But with this ſort of people at this pre- 
ſent I have not to do, but only with you who obey 
from the heart unto that form of doctrine where- 
unto ye were delivered ; which ye know has ever 
been according to the forcſaid grounds. For the 
better keeping in memory waereof, I have thought 
good to put them in writ in divers forms, and ſet 
them to printing for your uſe, as ye ſee; that nothing 
be wanting that may further the ſound grounding of 
you, according to your mean capacity, in the true 
Chriſtian” religion, fo far as in me lieth. Wherefore 
it reſts, that ye be not ſlothful in exerciſing your- 
ſelres, and yaur families, in reading, and practiſing 


Ibereof. Farewel in Chriſt. $ 
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Precepts and Examples from Scripture for Cate. Son 
chiſing. LY 


- Ae the Lord ſaid, Shall I hide from Abraham 
that thing which I de? &c, For I know him, M1 3 
that he will command his children, and his pouſhold ru. 
after him, and they ſhall keep the way of the Lord Ch 
to do juſtice and judgment, &c. Gen. xvill. 17. 19, MW Pr 
And theſe words which I command thee this day] voi 
ſhall be in thine heart. And thou ſhalt teach them #191 
diligently unto thy children, and ſhalt talk of them eve 
when thou fitteſt in thine houſe, and when thou walk 
eſt by the way, and when thou lieft down, and whe 
thou riſeſt up. Deut. vi. 6. 7. 
So they read in the book, in the law of God dif: 
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der ſtand the reading. Neh. viii. 8. 

The Lord eſtabliſhed a teſtimony in Jacob, and ap 
pointed a law in Iſrael, which he commanded un 
fathers, that they ſhould make them known to thei 
children that the generation to come might kn 
them, even the children which ſhould be born; whi 
ſhould ariſe, and declare them to their children 
that they might ſet their hope in God, and not for 

et the works of Cod; but keep his commanainents 
Pal Ixxviii. 5. 6. 7. | 

Whom fhall he teach knowledge ® and whom ſhal 
he make to underſtand doctrine? them that are wean 
ed from the milk, and drawn from the breaſts. Fi 
precept muſt be upon precept, precept upon precept 
line upon line, line upon line, here a little and ther | 
a litile. If. xxviil. 9. 10. | +S 
Fr when for the time ye ought to be teachers, 3 . 
have need that one teach you again which be the fi. 2 
Principles of the oracles of God ; and are become ſucl a 
8 8 need of milk, and not of firong meat, Heb 25 ; 
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m; De form of familiar inſtructian and examination of 
om rude people, entering to be diſciples in the ſchool of 
1 Chrift ; practiſed in the neu erected kirk of Salt- 
9. W Preſton, and pariſh thererf, before the Communion, 


not without experience of ſome profit and edi fica- 
tion of God's people. Praiſed be God bleſſed for 
ever, through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. Amen. 


Fter that the writer hath taken up the names. 
in writ, of ſo many as for the time are pre- 
ſent of chen that were warned to that diet, 

cording to our viſitation paſſing before; and hath 
kmanded of every one, whether they can fay the 
Ten Commands, the Belief, and the Lord's Prayer 
nd hath tried ſome moſt ſuſpected of ignorance 

hat caſe, (though otherwiſe they affirm, as ine man- 
ter is, they can ſay them), d 2z.nortation ' giveth 
o learn with diligence where they want any thing: 
ve proceed to prayer, after this, or the like manner 


fir Wollowing. 


The prayer before the catechiſing, at the examination. 


ſom PLeſs us, good Tord, and this familiar exerciſe that 
preſently we are to have (by thy grace) in ca- 


* " ra ani inſirudting thy peuple familiorly in the 
1 vay of truth ; that thereby ou. own e by na- 


Wire, and happy eſtate by grace in Chriſt, being the - 
ter known to every one of vs, and this grace in 
, / | Griſi truly believed, we may learn 1 deny all confl- 
jr dence in ourſelves, and all 0her-crealture „ and put- 
Heb ns our whole truſt in our alone Sawvieur Zefus Chriſt, | 
" Wray ftudy carncft and unfeigned repentance, and 4. 
1 | mendment 
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mendment of life all our days, through Jeſus Chriſt 
our Lord. To whom with the Father, and the Hyl 
Ghoſt, be praiſe and glory, now and ever. Amen. 


16 : 


The doctrine and teaching before the examination. 


Or your better inſtruction, well- beloved in Jeſu 
Chriſt, before I demand any thing of you, I 

will familiarly ſet down the ſum of the matte 
whereof I mind particularly to examine you ; tha 
teaching going always before examination, the bet 


ter ye may know, what, and how to anſwer. Now, 
as ye hear, at the preaching from time to time, the 


ſum and chief drift of all our doctrine to be, That 
all who would have reſt to their ſouls, and life cter- 


nal, muſt only come to Chriſt Jeſus, the Son of God, 
and to none other; becauſe there 7s ſalvation in ne 
ether, as the ſcriptuce faith, Aces iv. 12.; for his 


6wn ſelf (alone) bare our ſins in his own body on the 


irc 2 Pet. ii. 24. : ſo it is needful that we know 


whereof it comes, chat we are fo ſinful, that by na- 


ture we are ſubject to condemnation; and whereo 


our ſalvation in Chriſt cometh, and how we are made 
partakers thereof; and what is craved of us, being 
alltired of our ſalvation in Chriſt. And therefore we 
ſhall bring the ſum of all whereof we are to ſpeak, 
unto theſe four points. 


The fir/? ſhall be, of our miſerable eſtate by na- 
ture, and the cauſe thereof. The ſecond, of our re- 


demption, and the cauſe thereof. The third, of our 


'.. aſſurance of this redemption and ſalvation, with the 
cauſe and means thereof. And the fourth and laſi, 


of our duty, being ſaved, or aſſured of ſalvation. 


But before we proceed farther, ye are to be ad- 
moniſhed, that as all this matter belongs to every one 


of you in particular; ſo this form of doctrine e- 


ſpecially craveth ſuch particular attendance of e- 
very one of you, (none of any eſtate, ſex, or de- 
| 5 grce 
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gree excepted), that ye be ready to anſwer to any 
queſtion that ſhall be moved; for it is uncertain to 
you what queſtion may be demanded of any of you. 
Whereof ſeeing here we have better occaſion to try 
your attendance, than at the ordinary preaching, and 
general catechizing, before the whole pariſh every 
Sabbath afternoon, where no ſuch ſeveral demand- 
ing is of every one; ye are not to miſs the hearing 
of one word that ſhall be ſpoken, but to mark dili- 
gently, for your inſtruction, the whole diſcourſe, and 
every part thereof; that the better ye may anſwer, by 
your own underſtanding, to every point, and not up- 
on the whiſpering and rounding in the ear by others 
next you: which in no ways we will permit; for 1 
had rather have one ſentence, yea never fo ſmall, 
ſpoken of your own underſtanding, than a thouſand. 
ſpoken by ſuggeſtion and tickling of others. And as 
for me, I ſhall labour to be fo plain, that the moſt 
rude here may be able to conceive what ſhall be pro- 
poned, if attendance ſhall be given as becometh. 
Now then to the firſt. 


ay . 


The firſt part of our Chriſtian doctrine, touching 


man's miſerable eſtate by nature. * 


PT Hen as concerning our condition by nature, wo 


5 are the children of diſobedience; that is, alto- 
A gether given to rebellion againſt God and his word; 
Fo g and ſo are plain rebels to God. Which muſt not 


ſeem ſtrange unto you, (as I perceive ſome of you 
to be whiſpering, and ſaying, 7e/us keep us; as though 
it were an abomination ſo to think or ſpeak, that we 
„a. Tre plain rebels to God by nature): for except ye 
de ſurely perſuaded of this point, and acknowledge 

it to be moſt true, all our teaching, and all your 
hearing, is but in vain. For what account makes any 
man of a phylician or medicinar, that perceiveth and 
«ce feeleth no ſicknels ? and e can we — 
| IJ 0 
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of the doctrine of ſalvation, that khndw not our 
condemnation, and the cauſe thereof? Therefore 
let us acknowledge in our hearts, and confeſs with 
our mouths, that by nature we are rebels to God; 
as even, in our common ſpeech, we-grant with our 
tongue, though unwittingly, and without feeling and 
conſenting of the heart, in the moſt part; while as 
we ſay, We are all ſinners; that is, altogether tranſ. 
greſſors and breakers of the law of God; for ſin i; 
the tranſyrefſin of God's law, 1 John iii. 4. : which 
ſeemeth to be ſpoken of many, rather to cloke and 
make light of fin, than truly to acknowledge the mi- 
ſery of our nature, which is imported thereby, how- 


* -Toever we difſemble the matter. For the ſcripture 
has concluded us all under fin, and pronounced that 
we are fold under fin ; and ſo being altogether ſlaves 


to lin, there remaineth not ſo much as any free-will 
at all in us to do good; for we are dead in treſpaſſes 
and fins, Eph. it: 1. And very experience itſelf 
teaches gvery Chriſtian, and ſuch as will not wilfully 
be blinJand ſenſeleſs, that every imagination of the 
thoughts of the heart of man, or the unregenerate 
part, 7s only evil continually, Gen. vi. 5, Where- 
of it followeth, that being the children of diſobedi- 
ence, not only ſuch as cannot think one good thought, 
or any ways perform the leaſt jot that God com- 
mands us, and ſo offend in defection and omiſſion 
of our duty ; but alſo ſuch as are given to commit 
all kind of ſin with greedineſs, Eph. iv. 19. ; being 
ſuch, I ſay, it follows, that we are the children of 
wrath, through the juſtice of the wrathful God a- 
gainſt ſin ; and fo are guilty of everlaſting death and 
condemnation ; fir the wages of ſin is death, Rom. vi. 
23. Now, the law, or the ten commands of God, ſerves 
as a glaſs to let us fee our ſins ; for by the law is the 
kn'noledpe of fin, Rom. iii. 20. And therefore it 1s 
that we fo much urge, that every one have the ten 
commands, and the true underſtanding thereof, in 


ſome meaſure ; that knov ing thereby what duty is 


craved 
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craved of us towards Gad, in the four command- 
ments of the firſt table, and towards our neighbour, 
in the ſix commandments in the ſecond table; and 
how unable we are to perform any of them, yea how 
ready and bent we are to break every one, and all of 
them, and ſo to fall under the curſe and condemna- 
tion of the law; we may be driven to ſeek for the 
goſpel of grace, and free remiſſion of our ſins in 
Chriſt, who 7s the end of the law for righteouſneſs to 
every one that believeth, Rom. x. 4. Whereof more 
hereafter ſhall be ſpoken in its own place, God will- 
ing. It reſts then, that we know whereof, and how 
we have this bentneſs by nature to fin, and breaking 
of God's commandments, to our eternal condemna- 
tion. By creation we have it not; and ſo God is not the 
author of it: for it is ſaid, And Cod ſaw every thing that 
he had made, and behold, it was very good, Gen. i. 31. 
Yea, to his own image God created man at the be- 
ginning ; that among all other creatures moſt per- 
fectly he might repreſent the ſovereign wiſdom, righ- 
teouſneſs, and goodneſs of God the Creator : fo that 
in him, as it were, was ſet up a little world. We 
have this bentneſs to ſin, then, of the corruption of 
that good nature that God made at the beginning ; 
which came to paſs after the manner following. 
Adam and Eve, our firſt parents, being made of 
the duſt of the ground; and having received the breath 
of life by the ſoul joined to the body ; and made 5 
the image of God, good, holy, and righteous ; an 
placed by him in the garden, or pleaſant orchard 
called Paradiſe, to dreſs and labour it; and having. 
received commandment to eat of every tree of the 
garden, except of the tree of knowledge of good and 
evil, whereof God forbade them to cat under the pain 
of death and condemnation, ſaying, Fir in tie day 
that thou eateſt theres, thou ſhalt ſurely die; it came 
to paſs, through the ſubtilty of the ſerpent, or rather 
the devil abuſing the ſubtilty of the ſerpent, (who 
therefore is called that old ſerpent the devil, and Sa- 
| | e 2 tan), 
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tan), that they were beguiled, and brought to break 
the plain com mand of God foreſaid, in eating of the 
fruit of the forbidden tree. Wherethrough they fall. 
ing from their former good eſtate, into ſinful difo- 
bedience, and conſequently under condemnation, ſo 
defaced the image # God in themſelves, by corrupt- 
ing and infecting their whole nature, that they and 
their whole poſterity were involved under ſin and 
death. For as touching themſelves, it is plain that 
they became ſinners, and ſo incurred the ſentence of 


death and damnation, according to the truth of God's 


word foretold them; and thereupon were thruſt out 
of Paradiſe. And as for us their poſterity, we can- 
not be better than they of whom we come, and the 
ſtock out of which we are hewn : for who can bring a 
clean thing out of an unclean ? Job xiv. 4. And fo, 
as we ſay, we have ſin by kind, we coft it not. And 
David ſaith, Pſal. li. 5. Behold, I was ſhapen in ini- 
quity and in ſin did my mother conceive me. And 
this is that original ſin wherewith the whole race of 


_ mankind is infected, the reward whereof is death; 


as the power that very natural death hath over in- 
fants that ſin not after the manne&&*.of Adam, and 
others who ſin with knowledge, is a ſure argu- 
ment; becauſe being included in ſinning with Adam, 
they are ſinners. And much more are they and all 
we guilty of condemnation, when actual ſin follow- 
eth thereupon. Wherefore, as by one man ſim entered 


into the world, and death by ſin; and ſo death paſſed 
upon all men, for that all have ſinned, Rom. v. 12. 


_ Here I enlarge the dialogue between the ſerpent 
and Eve, and the ſeveral judgments of God pronoun- 
ced againſt every party offending, in this firſt part 
touching our miſery ; and thereafter ſhortly repeat 
the former diſcourſe, and then ſay after this manner 
following. ot 
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The form of demanding and anſwering, touching the 
firſt part of the familiar inſtruction. | 


Q. Wen I ſhall aſk you, then, Myat are you by 
nature? every one of you ſhall anſwer, 

A. I am the child of wrath, and fo ſubject to e- 
ternal condemnation. 

Q. When the queſtion ſhall follow, Mat is the 
cauſe of this miſerable eſtate ? ye ſhall anſwer, 

A. My {in is the cauſe. 

Q. When it ſhall be demanded, What is ſm? ye 
ſhall anſwer, | 

A. The tranſgreſſion of the law of God, contain- 
ed in the ten commandments. 

Q. When the ſum of the ten commandments ſhaÞ 
be craved? ye ſhall ſay, | 

A. The ſum thereof is, the entire and perfect love 
of God; and the love of my neighbour as myſelf : 
the firſt table containing four commandments con- 
cerning God; and the fecond containing {ix concern- 
ing my neighbour. ; „ 

Q. When the queſtion ſhall be moved, Can thou 
not obey and fulfil theſe commandments of thy own 
nature? ye ſhall ſay, 

A. I am fo far from obeying and fulfilling of them, 
that J can do nothing but tranſgreſs and break them. 

Q. Whereof cometh this thy bent diſpoſition to ſim, 
and breaking of Cod's commandments ? ye ſhall ſay, 

A. Of the guiltineſs and corruption of nature in 
my firſt parents, Adam and Eve. 

Q. How were they corrupted, ſeeing God made 
them good at the beginning? ye are to ſay, 

A. By the deceit of Satan in the ſerpent, enticing 
them to break God's command. 

Q. What was the command they brake ? ye ſhall 
anſwer, LEY 

A. They ate of the fruit of the tree of knowledge 
of good and evil in Paradiſe, whercof God ay" | 
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them to eat, under the pain of death and damnation, bi 
Q. How can thou be partaker of the ſin of our firſt - 


parents, and conſequently of condemnation ? ye hall a. 
anſwer, 5 

A. As they, and we in them, became ſinners; for = 
who can bring a clean thing out of an unclean ? 80 55 


the ſentence of death and condemnatien fell upon us 
their poſterity for ever. 


The ſecond part rf our Chriſtian doctrine, touching 
- , man's redemption by CHRIST. 


OW we are to ſee, if there be any remedy or 
ſafety for us from this fearful condemnation, 
And in very deed, if there were no remedy for us, 
man and woman were more miſerable than the brute 
beaſt, yea, than the very toad; for when the brains 
or harns of it are daſhed out, there is no more of it. 
But.miſcrable man by nature is ſubject to unſpeakable 
pains eternally ; which is ſet down in theſe words, 
Thou ſhalt ſurely die; that is, Thou ſhalt be ſubject to 
the firſt and ſecond death in body and ſoul, with all 
the miſeries that may accompany the ſame. Which 
muſt be ſo much the more painful to man and wo- 
man, becauſe they are endued with reaſon and un. 
derſtanding above the beaſt; whereby they may diſ- 
courſe and confer between the happy eſtate from the 
which by ſin they fell, and that endleſs miſery where- 

into they are fallen. Then, ſeeing there is relief for 
miſerable and loſt man, we are to ſee from whence 
it cometh. From damned man it cannot come. 
From the devil, our deadly enemy, it cannot come. 
Angels, who are diverſe in nature from us, cannot 

- ſatisfy for us. Our help and ſafety, then, is only from 
the Lord our God, who hath made both the heaven 
and the earth, Pſal. cxxiv. 8.; who ſaid, J, even! 
am the Lord, and beſide me there is no Saviour, II. 
Xliii. 11. ; for our ſalvation cometh not of 8 

ut 
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but of grace. And even as when a condemned ma- 
lefactor, being freely pardoned by the Prince, is ſaid 
to get grace; even ſo it fareth with us, and our mer- 
ciful God. Then, of his own good. will and free fa- 
vour, moved of tender mercy and compaſſion, to- 
wards ſuch of the race of mankind as his good. will 
has predeſtinate and elected to ſalvation before the 
beginning of the world, that as well his juſtice might 
be ſatisfied, as his mercy have place, ordained our 
ſalvation to be wrought by his own dear and well. be- 
loved Son, very God and very man in one perſon; 
who being the ſecond perſon of the Trinity, took to 
him the nature of man, in the fulneſs of time, of the 
Virgin Mary; and fo was called tbe ſeed of the woman 
that (hall tread down the head of the ſerpent, and God 
manifeſted in the fleſh, our Immanuel and Ithiel, and 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, This is that only Mediator be- 
tween God and man, even the man Chriſt Feſus: who - 
was delivered for our offences, and was raiſed again 
for our juſtification, Rom. iv. 25. Neither is there 
ſalvation in any other + for there is none other name 
under heaven given among men whereby we muſt be 
ſaved, Acts iv. 12. Now, as for the price where- 
with he redeemed us, it was nt corruptible things, 
as _ and gold; but his own preciqus bland, as of 
a lamb without blemiſh and without ſpot, 1 Pet. i. 18. 
19. when he ſuffered under Pontius Pilate, redeem- 
ing us thereby from everlaſting deati and damnation 
and, by his powerful reſurrection from the dead the 
third day, (Rom. i. 4.), reſtoring us to righteouſneſs 
and life eternal. So he was crucified, and died that 
curſed death of the croſs, concerning his infirmity 
(or manhood) ; and liveth through the power of God, 
(that is, his Godhead), 2 Cor. xiti. 4. To the which 
apreeth Peter's ſaying, He was put to death in the 
fleſh, but quickened by the Spirit, 1 Pet. itt. 18. For 
performing of which two parts of a perfect Saviour, 
in ſuffering and overcoming, it behoved him to be 
God and man in one perſon. 1 
* 2 
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The form of demanding and anſwering, touching the 
ſecond part of this familiar inſtruction. 


Q. Hen I ſhall aſk, therefore, touching the ſe- 

cond principle of our religion, Whether 

there be any ſalvation 7 loft man? ye ſhall anſwer, 

A. Yes; or elſe our eſtate were more miſerable 
than the eſtate of brute beaſts. 

Q. From whence cometh this ſalvation ? ye ſhall 
anſwer, | 
4. From the tender mercy and grace of God, who 
loving us when we were his enemies, provided our 
ſalvation to be wrought only by his well-beloved Son 
Jeſus Chriſt, (Rom. v. 8.), made man of the virgin 
Mary, without (in. 

Q. What is Chriſ in perſon and office? ye ſhall 
anſwer, 5 

A. In perſon he is God and man, the Son of God, 
and the Son of the Virgin Mary; very God and very 
man, without confuſion of the two natures. 

Q. Why was it needful that he ſhould be Cod and 
man in one perſon ? 

A. He was man, to ſuffer for mankind, to the ut- 


termoſt puniſhments due for man's ſins; and God, to 
bear up the manhood in ſuffering and overcoming to 


the fyll. 
Q. that is he in office? 


A. He is our King, Prieſt, and Prophet; our Me- 
diator, Redeemer, Ruler, Preſerver, Teacher; and 


finally, he is all in all things neceſſary for our per- 


fect ſalvation, without any help, merit, or work of 
ours, firſt or laſt. 


Q. How redeemed he you ? 


A. By his bloodſhed, death, and paſſion ; and by ri- 


fing again from the dead the third day. 
Q. Ihen the ſatvation of man is ſo fully wrought 
and perfectly accompliſhed by Chriſt in his own 72 
| | on, 
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ſim, that nothing is left to be done or wrought by us 
in our perſons, to be any cauſe of the leaſt part 
thererf ? 

A. That is moſt certain. For as his blood -pur- 
geth us from all fin, and his perfect righteouſneſs be- 
comes ours, ſo in him we are compleat : and fo ſure 
is that ſentence, For by one offering he hath perfect- 
2d for ever them that are ſandified, Heb. x. 1 4. 

Q. Can we have nn ſalvation, except we have par- 
ticipation, and be conjoined with Chriſt ; ſ that we 
muſt be his, and he ours ? | 

A. None at all. For ſeeing the cauſe of our fal- 
vation is in the perſon of Chriſt only, and never in 
ourſelves, but by participation of him ; we can ne- 
ver be partakers of ſalvation but by our conjunction 
and union with him; whereby'he.becoming+one with 
us, and we one with kim, we get, through him, the 
full right of ſalvation, and life everlaſting. 


The third part of sur Chriſtian doctrine, touching 
man's aſſurance of redemption and ſalvation, with 
the cauſe and means thereof. | 


TY Es ſeeing our reconciliation, tòà God, and 

eternal ſalvation, ſtands in our-unjon' and true 
conjunction with Chriſt ; we are to learn, in the 
third part, by what means this {trait communion is 
made between him and us. Means is there none 
that properly joineth us with Chriſt but only faith; 
which is an hearty receiving of Chriſt erueiflod and 
riſen again, our alone and ſufficient Saviour, as he is 
offered to us in the goſpel ; which is . wrought by 
the Holy Spirit, through the preaching of God's 
word heard and received of us: whereby we are 
made aſſured of reconciliation to God, and life ever- 
laſting, through him alone, yea, we are made one 


with him, and he becomes ours, and we his; in fuch 


D Nei? 


* 


ſort; that every one that hath this faith, may of 


7 


of them their own proper office, and namely, to 
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Neither death, nor life, things preſent, nor things fo 


come, &c. ſhall be able to ſeparate me from the lone in 
of God which is in Chriſt Feſus my Lord ; who hath Ml ? 
loved me, and given himſelf for me, Rom. viii. 38. 30 0 
Phil: iii. 8. Gal. ii. 20. Now we ſay, that faith on be 
ly receives Chriſt, whereby he dwells in our hearts ; GC 
becauſe neither hope, nor love, nor any other ben in 
venly gift, has that office, but only faith, 1 Pet. ii. 7. m 
Hope as a watchman looks for the end of our faith, for 
which is the falvation of our ſouls; and love is faith's Ml 2” 
handmaid and ſteward, diſpoſing the graces and goods lee 
of faith, by evident demonſtration, as it were, wit- ng 
neſſeth and declareth to ourſelves and to others, that I ne 
we poſſeſs Chriſt by faith, and have ſure hope of en- me 
toying ſalvation by him. And therefore it is, that t, bi 
believe in Chriſt, and to receive Chriſt, (John i. 11. na 
12. and v. 38. 43.), is all one thing. So that when wh 
we ſay, faith only makes us partakers of Chriſt and I Ut 
his righteouſneſs, we ſeparate not hope and charity bin 
from faith ; but diſtinguiſhing them, give every ore . 
e 


faith her proper office; which is, to make a true and beg 
preſent conjunction with Chriſt crucified, and riſen | 


again, to our aſſured reconciliation with God. As ſo 
when we ſay, the Son only, and not the Father, not infi 
the Holy Ghoſt, was incarnate for the redemption in ( 
of man; we ſeparate not the Son from the Father * 


and the Holy Spirit, but give unto him his own 
diſtinct and proper office. So the Papiſts ſophiſtry er 
ſerveth for nothing, ſaying, Faith only jultifieth not, 

becauſe faith is not alone when it juſtifieth, but hath elſe 


hope and charity joined with it: but they make lit- . 

tle of hope, ſo they may have ſome cloak of chari VI, 
ty, which ſeems to make fomething for their ſtink- lecr 
ing merits ; for the which they make more ado, 1%, 
than for Chriſt himſelf. We are ſaid then to be ſa- % 
ved or juſtified by faith only, becauſe faith is the on- hs 


ly inſtrument that receiveth Chriſt, who ſaved us b 
thoſe ede 
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thoſe things which he did for us in his own perſon, 
and not by any thing which he worketh in or by us, 
in our own perſons, or the perſon of any other. And 
lo the merits of men and angels are excluded from 
being any cauſe of the leaſt part of our ſalvation. For 
God willing to make the ſalvation of his elect ſure, 
in the perſon of his Son Jeſus Chriſt, would not com- 
mit the credit thereof to ourſelves, or to any other: 
for it is not meet that we ſhould have the credit of 
our own falvation in our own keeping any more, 
ſeeing when we had free-will and power of the keep- 
ing of our firſt good eſtate in Paradiſe, ſo ſuddenly, 
and upon fo ſmall occaſion, we loſt it. For a re- 
membrance and caſtigation whereof, and for hum- 
bling of man, God will have a remanent of {in to re- 
main during this life, even in his choſen children; 
which may ever keep them under fear of condemna- 
tion in themſelves, and make them fcek ſalvation in 
him only, in whom only it is to be found; that is, 
Chriſt Jeſus his only Son, our Lord, of whom truly 
we are made partakers by faith only; which is that 
beginning (as the ſcripture ſaith, Heb, iii. 1 4.) where- 
by we are made partakers of Chriſt, and are upholden, 
ſo that no doubting that arifeth through our own 
infirmity, can deface the aſſurance of our ſalvation, 
in Chriſt, poſſeſſed by true faith ; which finds ever 
in Chriſt the full ſatisfaction for our ſins, and full re- 
ſtoring to righteouſneſs, and God's favour, and ne- 
ver any of either of them, nor of any part thereof, 
in ourſelves, nor in our works, nor in any creature 
elſe. And this conjunction with Chriſt by faith is 
moſt ſure and certain, though it be not natural, ci- 
vil, nor artificial; but mere ſpiritual, myſtical, and 
ſecret; and ſo altogether unknoun to the natural, 
worldly, and carnal man, who perceiveth not the 
things of the Spirit C, 1 Cor. ii. 14. whom the 
world cannot receive, John xiv. 17. And certain it 
is, that both the enlightening of the mind to acknow- 


ledge the truth of the promiſe of ſalvation to us in 
D 2 Chriſt, 


28 Some Helps for 


. Chriſt, and the ſealing up of the certainty thereof in 
our hearts and minds, (of the which two parts, as it 
were, faith conſiſts), are the works and effects of 
the Spirit of God, and neither of nature nor art : 
the preaching of the word, and adminiſtration of the 

| ſacraments intervening, as means and inſtruments 
| whereby the Holy Spirit begetteth and -confirmeth 
faith in our. hearts, £ph. i. 13. 17. Now, as this 

_ faith is ordinarily wrought by the Holy Spirit through 
the preaching of the word, and by the ſacraments 
Increaſed and confirmed; ſo it is certain, where no 
preaching is, there ordinarily can be no faith; aud 
where there is no faith, there is no Chriſt; and 
where there 1s no Chriſt, there is no ſalvation. And 
howbeit faith cannot be wrought (we ſpeak always 
ordinarily) withqut hearing of the word; yet the 
preaching and hearing of the word may be without 
faith in many: for all men have not faith, 2 Thell. 
ili. 2.; and without the mixture of faith, the preach- 
1 ing and hearing is unprofitable, Rom. x. 16. Heb. iv. 
2. Hereof it is plain, that neither Turks, Jeus, Pa. 
gans, nor they that hear not the word at all, as alſo 
| neither Papiſis, (who are enemies to true faith, not 
'1 knowing, but aboliſhing the lively nature thereof, 
1 and preferring the dumb guiſe of their maſs, which 
| is neither miniſtration of any facrament, nor preach- 
"1 ing of the word, but contumelious to both, before 
'f the preaching of the word), neither Atheiits, Nulli. 
| fidians, bare and idle hearers, nor temporary belie- 
vers, and who hear not with an honeſt and good 
heart, wanting the gift of true faith, can be partakers 
of falvation in any wiſe. And therefore we are ear- 


2 1 _ — At 


would thruſt out faithful labourers into his harveſt ; 
that is, true miniſters and teachers in his kirk; and 
that he would give us honeſt and reverent hearts, to 
be profitable and faithful hearers of them by true 
faith. Now, we have ſuch a conjunction with Chriſt, 
by virtue of our union with him by juſtifying — 


* 89 * ; F * * 
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neſtly to pray to the Lord of the harveſt, that te. 
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only, that as our ſins only are the cauſe of his death, 
and that condemnation whereunto he was fubje&; fo 
his death and righteouſneſs only in him, and the ef- 
fect, which is our ſalvation, cometh to us through 
him only, poſſe ſſed by faith; whereby he becoming 
one with us, and taking our cauſe upon him, he de- 
livered us from all fiv and condemnation, and pre- 
lents us faultleſs and righteous before God, Neither 
ought this to ſeem ſtrange to us, as though hereby 
we were not made free, and truly holy in God's 
preſence, and meet to be made partakers of the inhe- 
ritance of the ſaints in light; or as though we could 
not get the effect in us, whereof he is the cauſe ; ſee- 
ing the payment of one man for another, where there 
is no ſuch union nor conjunction, but the mere right 
of ſurctiſhip, doth make the party indebted for pay- 
ment free, and able to enjoy his freedom ; as law, 
practice, and daily experience teacheth us. But we, 
by virtue of our marriage and conjunction with 
Chriſt by faith, have juſt title and right to him, and 
ſo to all that is his. As concerning the ſum of our 
faith, contained in the articles of the belief, which is 
continually rehearſed amongſt us, we are to under- 
ſtand, that it ſets down to us, that there is ne God, 
and three perſons in the Gedhead, the Father, the 
Son, and the Holy Ghoſt : the Father the maker and 
preſerver of all creatures, and fountain of grace ng 
goodneſs ; the Son, made man, the Redeemer ang” 
ranſom for man; the Holy Spin it, the ſanctifier and 
worker of the conjunction betwixt Chriſt and the 
faithful. The ſum of all is, That every G@rillian is 
ſure and certain, that his ſalvation is foundly and 
thoroughly wrought and performed by Chriſt cruci- 
ied and riſen again. So that nothing reſts for man, 
or any other creature, to do, for purchaling or me- 
riting his ſalvation, or any of the leaſt part thereof; 
for here Chriſt received by faith is all and in all 
things. For the greater confirmation of us in this 


faith, beſide the word preached, are added two holy 
. actions, 
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actions, with outward ſigns and ceremonies, ſealing 
up the ſame ſalvation and faith in Chriſt to them that 
believe, called the ſacraments ; that is, holy ſigns 
ordained by Chriſt in the New Teſtament, to ſeal up 
ſalvation in him, who is ſignified, repreſented, and 
really, though ſacramentally, exhibited to them that 
believe. Shortly, they may be called the ſeals of the 
righteouſneſs of faith, Rom. iv. 11. Theſe ſacraments 
are two in number, to wit, baptiſm and the Lord's ſup- 
per; baptiſm importing waſhing and cleanſing ; and 
the ſupper feeding and nouriſhment in Chriſt. For the 
which cauſe the outward ſign in baptiſm is water, re- 
preſenting the bloodſhed of Chriſt, for drowning, 
waſhing away, and remiſſion of our fins, and plant- 
ing us in Chriſt, to grow up with him in newnels of 
life. In the ſupper are the twofold ſigns of bread and 
wine, ſetting out Chriſt crucified to be the only true food 
of our ſouls to life everlaſting. Our entrance into Chriſt 
and his kirk is ſet down by baptiſm, and fo to be mini- 
ſtered but once to every one; the ſupper importeth 
our nouriſhment and continuance in. the family and 
kirk of Chriſt, and ſo is to be reiterate, and often cele- 
brate, for keeping us in freſh memory of Chriſt's 
paſſion, as the continual food of a Chriſtian foul all 
the days of this our life. And ſo both the ſacraments 
(as doth the word preached) lead us to Chriſt cruci- 


- * fied only, for our full redemption wrought in his own 


perſon, as that only cauſe of our ſalvation ; and ſeal 
up the ſame more ſenſibly to all that believe. 


The form of demanding and anſwering, touching tie 
third part of this familiar inſtruction. 


ane ye joined with Chriſt, and ſo made 
partaker of him and of his righteouſneſs ? 
A. By faith only. 
Q. What is faith ? 
A. It is an hearty aſſurance, that our fins are _=— 
| * 


* 
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ly forgiven us in Chriſt. Or, after this manner : It is 


the hearty recciving of Chriſt offered in the preach- 
ing of the word and ſacraments, by the working of 
the Holy Spirit, for the remiſſion of fins ; whereby 
he becomes one with us, and we one with him, he 
our head, and we his members. 

Q. When it ſhall be ſaid, Has every man this faith ? 
ye ſhall anſwer, | 

A. No: for as all men have not faith, ſo none can 
believe in him of whom they have not heard by 
preaching ; and none hears by preaching, but they 
that have ears to hear, and are ordained to life ever- 
laſting. For mazy are called, but few choſen. 

Q. When it ſhall be aſked, Can this be a dead faith 
that receiveth Chriſt ? ye (tall anſwer, 

A. How can it be dead that receiveth the Lord of 
lite, and very life itſelf? 


Here I demand ſome few queſtions touching the 
articles of che belief; and whether they feel any 
comfort in their hearts through this belief ; and whe- 
ther they find this ſure belief wrought in their hearts 
by the preaching of the word; and fo find the 
preaching neceſſary, profitable, and comfortable to 
them. To the which I receive many ſenſible, chear- 
ful, and pertinent anſwers ; which is the fruit and 
joy of my labours that I crave. And therefore I 
chiefly labour. this point of feeling knowledge of 
Chriſt in the people. 


Q. Wi hat is joined with the preaching of the word 
in the miniſtry fer your farther ſtrengthening in this 
faith? ye ſhall anſwer, | 

A. The two ſacraments of baptiſm and the Lord's 
ſupper. 

Q. What are theſe ſacraments 2 ye (hall ſay, 

A. They are actions commanded by Chriſt to be 
miniſtered in the kirk, in the miniſtration of viſible 
fiens, joined with the preaching of the word, offer- 


NT 
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ing Chriſt Jeſus crucified only for ſalvation to the reſi 


of the ſenſes, that the word preached does to the 


ears and hearing. 
Q. When I ſhall aſk, 7/hat is the ſign in baptiſm, 


and what are the ſigns of the Lord's ſupper ? ye ſhall 


anſwer, 

A. Water in baptiſm, and bread and wine in the 
Lord's ſupper. 

Q. What ſigniſy the ſigns ? ye ſhall ſay 

A. They both ſignify, and truly offer Chriſt cru— 
cified to the receivers for ſalvation ; the water ap- 
plied, ſetting out the waſhing away of our ſins by the 
bloodſhed of Chriſt ; and the bread and the wine, the 
continual feeding and nouriſhment of our fouls by 
his death to life everlaſting. 

Q. When ye ſhall be afked, Do the ſacraments 
more really and powerfully communicate Chriſt cruci- 
fied unto us, than the word preached ? ye ſhall 
ſay, 

A. Not ; but more ſenſibly. 

Q. laſt, When I ſhall demand, Doth any ſacrament 
more effettually communicate Chriſt crucified unto us 
than another, vr any ſign more than another? ye 


ſhall ſay, 


A. No: And therefore the bread in the Lord's 
ſupper is no more tranſubſtantiate into Chriſt's bo- 
dy, than is the water in baptiſm, and the cup or the 
wine in the {upper into the New Teſtament, or blood 
of Chriſt. Finally, all this communication of Chriſt 
by faith into the ſacraments, is merely ſpiritual and 


ſupernatural : ſo that thereby Chriſt is not corporal- 


ly and locally brought out of heaven, (which mull 
needs contain him, and his bodily preſence, to the 
laſt day), to be in the place of the elements, or to 
be included within them. But contrariwiſe, by the 


_ uſe of the elements, our hearts are convoyed and car: 


ried to the lively conſideration of his death and reſur- 
TeCtion ; and from thence to heaven, (where he ſits 
at the right hand of God), to feed upon him'by faith, 


b&. + 
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to life everlaſting; which is the very waſhing of our 


ſins, and true eating of his body, and drinking of his 
blood, 


The hearth part of our Chriſtian doArine, touching 
man's duty being ſaved, or aſſured of ſalvation. 
NON being made truly and really partakers 

of Chriſt and his righteouſneſs by faith only, 
and fo juſtified, ſaved, and counted truly righteous 
in the ſight of God, to whom we are reconciled ; 
we are to ſee what God craveth of us in our own 
part, to witneſß our thankfulneſs for ſo great and un- 
ſpeakable a benefit. We may not think that we are 
redeemed from in, to live ſtill in fin, and take our 
pleaſure therein, 'as we did before we were called or 
believed; or that faith deſtroyeth good works, and 
taketh away the ufe of charity. No, no : for that 
were but to deceive ourſelves with that dead faith 
whereof James ſpeaketh, chap. ii.; and not to have 
that effectual faith whereby the juſt man —_ Hab. 
li. 4. and which purifieth the heart, As xv. g. and 
that worketh by love, Gal. v. 6. or being bought 
for ſo great a price, we are God's, and fo muſt glo- 
rify him in body and ſpirit, 1 Cor. vi. 20. And as. 
he is God all-ſufficient to us; ſo muſt we walk before 
him, and be upright, Cen. xvil. 1. ; that is, we muſt 
ſerve him in holineſs and righteuuſneis all the d: ays of 
our life, Luke i. 74. 75- according to the ten com- 
mandments contained in the fiſt and ſecond table; 
which every Chriſtian ought to have by heart perfect 
y firſt, To let him fee his own iniquity and con- 
emnation in himſelf ; and, nex!, To lead him to 
Chriſt, who 7s the end of the low for & en: 1ſneſs 
to eve} y one that believeth, Rom. x. 4.; and, 
thirdly, To be as a rule whereby to lead his life, 
James i. 25. To be ſhort, being in Chriſt, we muſt 
be new creatures, not in ſubſtance, but in qualities 


1 I a of our winds, 8 and change of the ac- 
E tions 


34 Son ng Some Helps for 


| tions of our lives: ſo that we muſt hate and flee that 
which before we loved and embraced ; and we mug 
love and follow that which before we hated and ab. 
horred ; that is, we muſt deny wungodlineſs, and 
worldly luſts, and muſt live ſoberly, and righteouſly, 
and godly in this preſent world, Tit. ii. 12. All 
which is impoſſthle to them that have no faith, and 
have but a dead faith, and are enemies to the juſtify- 
ing faith that is in Chriſt Jeſus, brag fooliſhly other- 
wiſe of good works as much as they will. For as 
it is impoſſible to pleaſe God without faith, Heb. xi. 
6.; ſo it is impoſſible to pleaſe him by any other 
means than by faith only, becauſe that in none other 
is he ever pleaſed but in his only Son, who is made 
ours by faith only, as before is clearly proved. And 
ſo the perſon of the worker muſt be in the favour of 
God, and acceptable unto him, before ever his 
works can be accepted, and pleaſe him; which can- 
not be but by faith only, which makes us one with 
Chriſt his Son, in whom he is well pleaſed, Matth. 
iii. 17. And fo being in the favour of God, by vir- 
tue of our anion with Chriſt, and juſtification in him 
before we work, our works cannot be a preceding 
cauſe of our reconciliation to God, nor the procurers 
of God's favour to us; no more than breathing, feel- 
ing, ſeeing, hearing, and the whole actions of our na- 
tural life, are cauſes thereof, but the effects only. 
So good works follow as effects of Chriſt in us, poſ- 
ſeſſed by faith, who, by the hid and ſecret power of 
the Holy Spirit, beginneth to work in us regenera- 
tion, and a renewing of the whole parts and powers of 
ſoul and body: which begun ſanctification and holi- 
nels. he never ceaſeth to accompliſh unto the day of 
the Lord ſeſus Chriſt ; at what time, being grown to 
the fulneſs of cur age in Chrifl, he will preſent us 
faultleſs to bis heavenly Father, as meet to be par- 
takers of the inheritance of the ſaints in light, in that 
life everlaſting, when God ſhall be all in all things, 
bleſſed for ever, Amen. | F 


* 


Now, 
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Now, this begun regeneration or new birth in us, 
ſtands in the mortifying of our old corrupted and ſin- 
ful nature, which is called the dd man ; and in quick- 
ening and renewing the image of God, which we loſt 
in Adam, of righteouſneſs and true holineſs, called 
the new man + whereby there grows an hatred, lo- 
thing, and oppoſing of fin in us; and a love, follow- 
ing, and embracing of godlineſs and a good life, 
which is commonly called repentance, or a turning 
and change of the mind and deed, from Satan and 
lin, to God and godlineſs; which endures all the days 
of this life, with a great ſtrife and battle between the 
fleſh and the Spirit, that is, the old man and the new : 
that every Chriſtian ſo becoming two, (as it were in 
one), the one whereof is ever contrary to the other, 
is ever occupied in a continual warfare, though ſome 
in a greater, and ſome in a lefſcr meaſure. O which 
battle and ſtrife the unregeverate and unfaithful have 
neither knowledge, nor any feeling, becauſe they re- 
main on after the old manner, in Satan's bondage, alto- 
gether walking after their luſts, in fornication, unclean- 
neſs, wrath, anger, maliciouſneſs, curſed (peaking, ly- 
ing, Cc. Col. iii. 5. 8. e, as the Apoſtle ſaith, be- 
ing paſt feeling, have given themſelves wer unto la- 


ſciviouſneſe, to work all uncleanneſs with greedineſs, 


Eph. iv. 19. : yea, they make a paſt' me of ſin, Prov. 
x. 23. and have their delight fo therein, that to twin 
and part them and fin, it is to part them, as it were, 
and their life. But in the perſon that is born again 
of God, this old corruption of nature, called the eld 
man, howbeit it ſtrive mightily, and by all means, 
through the working of Satan, that works in the 
children of unbelief, to recover his kingdom of fin ; 
yet, by the power of the Spirit of Chriſt, renewing 
the ſpirit of our mind, he gets ſuch a death's wound, 
that although he occaſion to us much diſturbance, yetis - 
he never able to overcome, but in Jeſus Chriſt we are 
more than victors. The aſſurance whereof is our ſin- 


gular comfort in this fearful battle between the fleth 
25 "Ee E 2 and 
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and the Spirit: and therefore the grace of God is ſuffi- 
clent for us, who will have his power perfected in 
infirmity, And fo with the ſcripture we ſay, that as 
the world is altogether ſet upon fin, and can do no- 
thing bur ſin ; ſo they that are born of God, ſin not. Not 
that their fins of themſelves are not deadly; but be- 


cauſe their perſons are ſo lively in Chriſt, that the 


deadlineſs of ſin cannot prevail againſt them: for it 
Is our faith that overcomes the world, becauſe Chriſt 
poſſeſſed by faith hath overcome the world. And fo 
bowbeir the condemnation of fin be removed from 
the faithful altogether ; yer the battle with fin re. 
maineth during this life. To this domeſtic inward 
battle, for the farther trial of our faith, as our God 
ſeeth it needful, is the croſs of prrſecution external 
added. For the better bearing out of all, without 
deſperate fainting, we have need of that worthy gift 
of patience, Philip. i. 29. ; which is a conſtancy given 
of God, to ſuſtain and bear out all kind of afflictions 
for the name of Chriſt ; and therefore is called the 


- patience of God, and not our own, Rom. xv. 5. Rev. iii. 


10. For the better fighting, as well of this domeſtic 


battle, as patient ſuſtaining affſictions for Chriſt, both 


in ourſeſves, and the reſt of Chriſt's members, and 
whole kirk of God in this earth, continual and hearty 
prayer to God is commanded to all Chriſtians, as 
the chief fruit and exerciſe of faith and hope, Eph. 
vi. 18. James i. 3. 4. 5. Which prayer is a confident 
and a familiar begging and craving of God, only at 
bis commandment, publicly and privately, in the 
name of his Son only, and in the name of no ſaint 
nor angel, ſuch things as be needful and requiſite for 
God's glory, and the comfort of ourſelves and our 
neighbours. The ſum whereof is ſet down by Chriſt 
himſelf in the Lord's prayer. Wherein are fix peti- 
tions, touching the glory of God, and our own wel- 
fare, and our neighbours, (anſwering to the two ta- 


bles of the law). Theyfuſt three concern the glory. 
of God directiy, which all things ſhould be moſt 


2 


dear, 


* 
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dear, and ſo moſt needful unto us; and the other 
three, the well of ourſelves and our neighbours, in 
ſoul and body here, and always to the end: and in 
the end, Amen. In the which prayer, as we are 
taught to be moſt bumble in ourſelves, in reſpect of 
our manifold and unſpeakable wants; ſo we are 
taught to be moſt confident in our God through 
Chriſt, by whom all our wants are repaired and ſup- 
plied in foul and body. Amen. And fo whether 


we look to our juſtification or ſanctiſication, they 


are wholly wrought and per fected by Chriſt, in whom 
we are compleat, howbeit after a diverſe fort : for 


our juſtification is only wrought by him in himſelf 


without us; ſo that how ſoon we truly believe, we 
are juſtified, counted righteous, and get the right of 
lite everlaſting, through the death and reſurrection of. 


Chriſt. And as for our ſanctification, he worketh it in 
ourſelves by. little and little ; ſo that in this lite it is ne- 
ver perfect in ourſelves: howbeit before the enjoy ing f 
life eyerlaſting he preſents us faultleſs before his hea-. - 
venly Father, to poſſeſs that kingdom prepared for 

us before the beginning of the world. Whereby the 


difference clearly appcareth betwixt the one and the 


other, faith and works, juſtification and ſanctifica. 
tion. The one as the cauſe gives the right of ſalva- 
tion; the other as the effect truly declares our meet- 


neſs for poſſeſſion of our right. 
The form of demanding and anſwering, touching the 
fourth part of this familiar inſiruction. e 


2 \ 7 Hen IT ſhall aſk you then, What is craved of 
us after that we are joined to Chriſt by 


faith, and made truly righteous in kim ? ye ſhall an- 
ſwer, 


A. Me muſt repent and become new perſons, that 
we may ſhew forth the virtues of him that hath call- 


ed us out of darkneſs into his marvellous light. 
| Q. When 
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Q. When I ſhall aſk, What is repentance ? ye ſhall 
anſwer, 

A. It is a ſorrow and diſpleaſure for ſin, and ha. 
tred thereof ; and a love to righteouſneſs, proceding 
from the knowledge of the truth ; which, by the work. 
ing of the Holy Spirit of regeneration, changeth and 
reneweth the mind of man and woman. 

Q: When I ſhall aſk, Wherein chiefly lands re. 
pentunce? ye ſhall anſwer, ' , 

In departing from evil, and doing good, as 
outward fruirs before, men of our inward regenera- 


tion. before God, which ever accompanieth true faith 
in Chriſt; 


Q: When it ſhall be demanded, fre we wholly and 


thoroughly made new by our new birth, ſo that there 


remains mn more fin in us? ye ſhall ſay, 

A. Though the condemnation of ſin be taken a- 
way ; yet the battle with ſin remains ſo long as we 
live in this life. Js. 

Q. When the queſtion ſhall be moved, Who are 
the parties in this battle ? ye hall ſay, 

A. The old man, and the new man. 

Q. What is the old man, and what is the new man ? 
ye ſhall anſwer, 

A. The remnant of ſin, according to our conver- 
ſation in time paſt, after our corruption, through the 


deceivable luſts, is the old man; and the renewing 


of the ſpirit of the mind, which after God is created 
in righteouſneſs and true hilineſs, is the new man. 


Or thortly ye may ſay, The unregenerate part is 
the old man, and the regenerate part the new man. 


Q. When 1 ſhall demand, Hath every Chriſtian 


| theſe two parts, or two men in kim, and conſequently 


this battle ? ye ſhall anſwer, 
A. Yes, in ſome ſort ; though all not in like mea- 

ſure of feeling and fighting. by 
Q. If I ſhall aſk any of you, tcucl ing your: own 
feeling and experience in this cafe ? ye ſhall anſwer 
) 42325 as 


ny 


|. 
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as ye find the truth in yourſelves ; but certain it is, 
ye may truly anſwer, 

A. As our knowledge is ſmall, our feeling is 


leſs; and namely, touching the true hatred of fin in 
ourſelvet and others, and the true love of righteouſ- 


neſs every way: but yet in Chriſt, who is our true 


holineſs, we are more than victors. 

Q. When I ſhall ſay, What is the chief armour of 
a Chriſtian in this battle, beſide faith and repentance ? 
ye ſhall ſay, 

A. Hearty and continual prayer unto God only, 
in the name of his Son only, for all things needful 
to our ſoul and body ; as ſummarily is contained in 
the Lord's prayer. 

Q. The laſt queſtion will be this, Hau many peti- 
tions are in the Lord's prayer? ye hall anſwer, 

A. Six: of the which the firſt three concern the 
glory of God directly; and the other three, his glo- 
ry in ourſelves and our neighbour's welfare: which 
prayer no man can make without faith. For how 
ſhall they call on him in whom they have not belie. 
ved? Rom. x, 14. Amen. 


After the doctrine delivered in eff:& foreſaid, and 


2 ſhort and ſummary repetition made thereof again, 
we procced to the examination accordingly, 


N 


The 


39 


. Some Helps for” 


n 


The ordinary Clarechiſin, as It is taught in 
the new ere cted kirk of Salt-Preſter e- 
very Sabbath-day. | 


LEſus ſaid unto her, (to wit, to Martha), I am 
the reſurrection, and the life * he that belicveth 


in me, though he were drad, yet ſhall he live, &c. 


Believeſt thou this ? She faith unto him, Yea, Lord 


believe that thou art the Chrift the Son of God, which 
ſhould come into the world, John xi. 25. 26. 27. 


He that believeth on the Son, hath everlaſting life : 
and he that believeth not the Son, Shall not ſee life ; 
but the wrath of God abideth on him, John iii. 36. 

For other. foundation can no man lay, than that is 
i, which ig Jeſus Chriſt, 1 Cor. ili. 11. 

And ye are compleat in him, &c. Col. ii. 10. who 


is Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the ending, 


Rev. i. 8. the author and finiſher of our faith, Heb. 


Kii 2. and obtained eternal redemption for us, Heb. 
IX. I 2. who once in the end of the world, hath appear. 
ed to put away ſm by the ſacrifice F himſelf, ver. 


26. Hor by one offering he hath Perfected for ever 
them that are ſanclified. So there is no more offer- 
ing Fer ſm, chap. x. 14. 18. 

Neither is there ſalvation in any other for there 
is none other name under heaven given among men 
whereby we muſt be ſaved, Acts IV. 12. 


Ollows ovr orcinary Catechiſm, according to the 
former grounds, which we teach before the 


people on the Sabbath-days, taking every Sabbath e 


art thereof: and fo every month once, we go 
through the principles of religion, as they. are con- 
tained therein; the children of the ſchool. 2s, Hy turn 
mw are appointed, by couples, Kean an a and: an- 
fweripg 
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ſwering one another before the people, as by the Ca- 


techiſm they are led, after that I have read and open- 


ed a fit and convenient place of ſcripture, according 


to the part for the day. After all which, I ſometimes 
demand the children, and ſometimes as it ſeemeth 


meet for edification, any man of the congregation, 


how he can anfwer to ſome principal things, after 
ſuch eaſy manner as I think his capacity is able to 
underſtand z; whereof (praiſed be God) both I, and 
the party anſwering many times receives comfort, and 
the kirk edification. 

This is not to prejudge the labours of any godly 
learned brethren, nor to make any preſcription unto 
them who follow the learned Catechiſms n»ade either 
by themſelves, or any other godly learned man; but 
only for the edification of our own people, whom 
we have trained up after this manner, as moſt meet 
in our judgment for their capacity, according to the 
approbation of our provincial aſſembly of Lothian, by 
their act made thereanent. The tenor whereof is 
above ſet down. And as we in the mean time are 
to uſe the godly Catechiſms of others, as we may pro- 
fit thereby, and to reject and contemn none; fo if 
any Chriſtian can reap any profit by thts, we offer it 
to their diſcretion, beſeeching God's holy majeſty, to 
bleſs the godly labours of all his ſervants, to his own 
glory, the edification of his kirk, and oomfort of the 
labourers, through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord and only 


Saviour. Amen. | 


. The firft part of the Catechiſin, touching the finful ana 


damnable eſtate of man by nature. 


HAT does thou chiefly* hear and 


Teacher. 
learn at the hearing of God's ward * 


Diſciple. That. my falvatign is in Jefus Chriſt, the. 8 


Son of God, only, and in none other. Rom. i. 3. 
and iii. 24. 25: Cc. Accs iv. 12. 1 Cor. xv. 3. 4. Oc. 
Teach. Hud art thou under condemnation, that 


then haft nord of ſalvation by Chrift 2? ey 
ee e IH 2 


Wi all actual fin. 


42 gon — Helps for 
| Dil By fin, which is the breaking of God's law, or 


ten commandments. Rom. v. 12. 16. 18. 1 John ii iii. 4. 


Teach. Rehearſe the ten commandments, as they are 
ſet down in the firſt and ſecond table. 

Diſ. Hearken and take heed, Ifrael, I am n the:Lor 
thy God, and ſo forth. Exod. xx. 

Teach. What is ſummarily contained in theſe ten 
commandments ? 

Dif. That I ſhould love God entirely, with all my 
heart, with all my ſoul, and with my whole mind; 
and my neighbour as myſelf. . Matth. xx11. 

Teach. Can thou not do ſo by nature, but contrari- 
wiſe hate both God and thy neighbour ? 

Diſ. All the imaginations of the thoughts of my 
heart are only evil continually, and fo are bent to 
Gen. vi. 5. Rom. vii. 14. 15. 
Teach. Whereof cometh "abi: thy bentneſs to actual 


DIY ifin, and breaking of God's commanaments ? 


Dif. Of the corruption of nature, from my firſt 
parents Adam and Eve, called original: fin. 
14. 15. 16. Rom. v. 18. 

Teach. How were they corrupted, ſceing they were 
made good at the beginning? 

Dif. By the deceit of Satan in the ſerpent, making 
them break God's commandment. Gen. iii. 2 Cor. xi. 3. 
Teach. Mhat was the commandment they brake ? 

Diſ. They ate of the fruit of the tree in paradiſe, 
whereof God forbade them to eat. Gen. iii. 6. 13. 17. 
1 Tim. ii. 14. 

Teach. Brought this their fault condemnation on 
them and _— whole poſterity ? 

Dif. Ves: for in them we all ſinned; and who can 
bring a clean thing out of an unclean? ſo having fin 
from them, we have alfo death and damnation, the 


reward of ſin, through them. Rom. v. 1a. 195 Job 


xiv. 4. Rom. v. 16. 18. and vi. 23. 

Teach. Then all being ſinners by naten we are all 
by __ the children of wrath and e fo 
li. 3 N 


Es 
A +. 


Job xv. 


Matth. i. 21. 
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"Dif. It is ſo: for as by one man ſin entered into 
the world, and death by fin; ſo death paſſed upon all 
men, becauſe all men have ſinned. Rom. v. 12. 


The ſecond part, touching our ſalvation by the death 
and paſſion Chriſt. 


Teach. 8 EEING then we are juſtly condemned by 

| God's law, as well for original as ac- 
tual fin, which is the doftrine of the law, 2 Cor. iii. 
9.; whereof cometh our ſalvation ? 

Dif. Ot the tender mercy and love of our God in 
Jeſus Chriſt his Son, and ſecond perſon of the Tri- 
nity; which is the doctrine of the goſpel, or word of 
grace. Luke i. 78. Eph. ii. 4. and i. 13. Acts xiv, 
3. and xx. 32. 

Teach Why ſay ye in Jeſus Chriſt his Son? 

Dif. Becauſe he only is made unto us of God, re- 
demption, and righteouſneſs, neither is there ſalvation 
in any other. Rom. iii. 24. 25. 1 Cor. i. 30. Acts iv. 12. 

Teach. Seeing then all our felicity ſtands in the true 
knowledge and acknowledging of Feſus Chriſt to be ur 
only Saviour, declare what he is in perſon and office. 

Di. In perſon he is God and man; and in office 

he is Mediator betwixt God and man, and our only 
Redeemer. If. vii. 14. Heb. ii. 16, 1 Tim. ii. 5. Tit. 
11. 14. Acts x. 38. | | 

Teach. Was it needful to our ſalvation that he ſhould 
be both God and man in one perſon ? | | 

Dif. Yes: for none could duly ſuffer for man, but 
man with God; and none could overcome tor man, 
but Gu with man in one perſon. Prov. viii. 31. 
IC vii. 14. John iii. 13. Rom. i. 3. 4. 2 Cor. xiii. 4. 
1 Pet. iii. 18. Rev. xix. 11. 12. 13. 15. 16. 

Teach. Why is he called Jeſus, that is to ſay, that 
Saviour? 3 


. Dif. Becauſe he faveth his people from their fins. 


1 
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Teach. Why, is he called Chrift, that is to fay, he 
that is anointed ? | 

Di. Becauſe he only is anointed, that is, endued | 
of God with all gifts meet for a perfect Saviour; as | 
he that is our King, Prieſt, and Prophet. Matth. i. | 
20. Pal. xl. 7. Heb. x. 5. ee. Rev. v. 9. if bi. | 
and Ixin. 1. Acts x. 38. 

Teach. How ſaved he us ? 

Dif. By ſuffering all our deſerved puniſhments in | 
ſoul and body, in ſhedding his blood on the croſs 
and ſo dying for our fins, and riſing again for our juſti- 1 
fication, Pal. xxii. 1. Matth. xxvii. 26. Luke xxiit. 

24. Rom. iv. 25, 1 Pet. ii. 24. \ 

Teach. Why died he that curſed kind of death on the 
croſs, rather than any other? 1 

Di/. That thereby taking our curſe in ſoul and bo- | 
dy plainly upon himſelf, he might fully deliver us 
from the wrath to come. Deut. xxi. 23. Gal. iii. 13. a 
Matth. iii. 7. 1 Theſſ. i. 10. 

Teach. Doth Chriff's blood cleanſe us from all ſin, 6 

i and his righteouſneſs imputed unto us, truly juſtify us 


2 „„ 7 . 


in Ged's fight ? ( 
Di. Les: for as our fins imputed unto him, made c 
him trul guilty of death and condemnation; ſo his l 

rig — 2 imputed unto us, makes us truly righteous | 


in God's ſight. 2 Cor. v. 21. If. Iiii. 6. 11. 1 John i. 7 

Teach. Whereof cometh this — and 3 7 
JO between Chriſt crucified and us? 

Diſ. Of the union and ſtrait conjunction between c 
us; as of the head with the body. For we are one i 
with him, and he is ours, and we are his. 1 Cor. vi. ( 
15. 17. Eph. i. 22. 23. Col. i. 18. 2 xvii. 21. | 
Song! Li. 16. ST DE 


0 
5 The third part of the Caterbifm. | 
Teach. J Hereby is this union and ftrait con- 


Junction made between Oy cru · ] 
B 


; vified and us? 


as 
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Diſ. By faith only; as the only inſtrument where- 
by we receive him to dwell in our hearts. And ſo by 
faith only we are ſaid to be ſaved, becauſe faith only te- 
cetyeth our only Saviour. If. xxviii. 16. Acts xvi. 31 1 — 
xvii. 8. 25. and vi. 69. and i. 11. 12. and v. 38. 43. 
and 111. 36. Rom. iii. 28. 2 Cor. iv. 13. Gal. ii. 16. 
Col. 11. 6. 7. Heb. iii. 14. 1 John v. 12. 

Teach. Then there is no part of our righteouſneſs 
left, without the apprehenſion or gripe of faith, ſeeing 
it is all wholly in the perſon of Chriſt apprehended by 


faith ? 


Dif. It is ſo? and fo we are perfectly ſaved by the 
works which Chriſt did for us in his own perſon, and 
no ways by the good works which he works in us 
with, and after faith. If. Ixiii. 3. 5. Eph. ii. 8. 9. 
10. Phil. iii. 9. Tit. iii. 5. Heb. ix. 9. 12. 26. 1 Pet. 
11. 24. 25. and iii. 18. [Here is the main point and 
ground of our diſagreement with the Papiſts.] 

Teach. What is this faith that is the only inſtrument 
of this ſtrait conjunction between Chriſt crucified and us? 

Dif. It is the ſure perſuaſion of the heart, that 
Chriſt by his death and reſurrection hath taken away 
our ſins, and cloathing us with his own righteouſneſs, 
has throughly reſtored us to the favour of God. Rom. 
Iv. 24. 25. and v. 11. and viii. 38. and x. 10. 

each. How is this ſure perſuaſion ordinarily 
wrought and kept in the heart ? 8 
' Dif. By the holy Spirit working with the hearing 
of God's word preached, and the right miniſtry of the 
ſacraments, according to the due adminiſtration of 
Chriſt's kingdom in the diſcipline of the kirk, eſta- 
bliſhed by him in his word. 

Teach. Does every one thut hears the word preach- 
ed believe, and get this ſure perſuaſion ? 

Diſ. No: for all men have not faith, and they on- 
ly believe that are ordained to life everlaſting, and 
have cars to hear, who only are the true kirk of _ | 
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and his ſheep, becauſe they hear his voice. Matti. 
uiii, 58. 2 beff. iii. 2. Acts xiii. 48. 
Teach. Has thou gotten this ſure perſuaſion of for- 
5778 of thy fins, and full redemption in Chriſt ? 
Di/. Yes, praiſed be God: for I live by my own faith, 
and thereby have peace towards God, through Chriſt. 
Acts viii. 37. John ix. 35. 38. Habak. ii. 4. Rom. v. 1. 5 
Teach. Rehearſe the ſum of thy belief. 
Diſ. I believe in God the Father Almighty, and ſo C 
forth. Gen. i. &c. and xvii. 1. If. XIV. 12. 18. Jer. x. 
11. 12. Dan. iv. 32. and v. 18. 19. | 
Teach. Thou believes then that there is one God, 
and three perſons in the Godhead, the Father, the Son, 
and the Holy Ghoſt ? 
Di/. ry the Father the maker of all creatures; 6 
the Son made man, Redeemer of his people; and the 
Holy Ghoſt the ſanctifier. Gen. i. 16% Exod. xx. 
23. If. xlv. 21. 22. Matth. iii. 16. 17. and xxviii 19. | 
Luke i. 35. Acts iv. 24. 27. 1 Tim. ii. 5. 1 Pet. i. 2. | 
Teach. What helps beſide the word preached, has 
God ordained for the confirmation of thy faith ? | 
Diſ. The figns or two ſeals, called the ſacraments 
of baptiſm and the Lord's ſupper. Mark xvi. 16. | 
Luke xxii. 19. 20. Acts ii. 38. Rom. iv. 11. 1 Cor. | 
xi. 24. 25. 26. Eph. v. 26. N 
Teach. What does the ſacraments -fgnif and ſeal 
up to thee, that believes in Chriſt ? _ | 
Diſ. Remiſſion of my fins in the paſſion of Chriſt, | 
which is exhibited by water in baptiſm, and bread 
| and wine in the ſupper. For the more fincere admi- | 
| niſtration and obſervation of all, is ordained by Chriſt | 
the diſcipline of the kirk. Matth. xxvi. 26. 27. 28. 
Ads 1 11. 38. Eph. v. 26. 27. Matth. xxviii. 


7 he fourth part of the Catechiſm. 


Teach. ESTS there any thing for us to do, 4 5 
ter that we are Perfectiy juſtified in 
God's 1 C, by faith in Chriſt? 
Dy. 
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Diſ. Yes, very much, albeit no ways to merit ſal- 
vation; but only to witneſs by the effects of thankful- 
neſs, that we are truly ſaved. Gen. xvii. 1. Exod. 
xix. 5. 6. Jer. iv. 1. 4. 14. Dan. ix. 18. 19. Eph. ii. 
10. Tit. iii. 8. 2 

Teach. Which are theſe effects, whe we are to 
witneſs that we are truly ſaved? © rr 

Di/. The glorifying of God, and the edifying of 
ourſelves and our neighbours, by ſhewing forth the 
fruits of our new birth in ſanctification. Deut. viii. 
10. 11. If. Ix. 21. and Ix. 3. Zech. xiv. 20. Matth. 
v. 16. Eph. i. 4. and iv. 29. Col. iii. 16. 17. 1 'Theil. 
v. 11. 15. 

Teach. Which are the holy fruits of our regeneration 
and new birth ? 

Diſ. Mortification of the old man, and quickening 
of the new man, which is called repentance, inherent 
righteouſneſs, or our begun holineſs. Ezek. xxxvi. 26. 
Eph. iv. 22. 23. 24, Col. iii. 5. 9. 10. 

Teach. What call ye the old man, and what call ye 
the new man ? ; 

D:/. The corruption of nature that we have from 
Satan by our firſt parents, is the old man: and the 
meaſure of Chriſt's begun holinefs inherent in us, is 
the new man. Rom. vi. 6. and vii. 24. 2 Cor. v. 
17. Eph. iv. 7. 22. 23. 24. Col. iii. 5. 9. 10. 11. 


Teach. Then every Chriſtian becomes two as it uere 


in one; the old man and the new ; the one ever con- 
trary to the other, and the one fighting againſt the other? 
Di /. It is o: and this battle is that yoke and croſs 
of Chriſt that we muſt take on, and that ſtrait way 
that we muſt paſs, which never ſuffers our ſanctifica- 
tion in ourſelves to be perfect in this life. Matth. xi. 
29. and vii. 1 3. 14. Gal. v. 16. 17. 
Teach. Is the new man able to fight againſt our ſin- 
Ful corruption, and get the victory in the end? 

Di/. This battle is fore: but the victory is ſure, 
through faith in him that loved us, and gave himſelf 


* 


* A 


* 4 2 a fer young Sc, be. 
fttor us, in whom we arẽ more than conquerors. Rom. vii 
244. Gal; ii. 20. Rom, viii. 37. Phil. i. 6. and iv. 3. 
| 2 Theſſ. V. 24. 1 John v. 14. N 

Teach. What is our chief armour in this chi Lan 
bath, behde faith and repentance ? . 
Bj Hes and continual prayer to God only, for 
3 all things ſcrVng to his glory and our. comforts, for 
EZ E fake: as he hath taught us in the ſix petitions 
oc the Lord's prayer, which is as follows, Our Father 
E which art in heaven, and ſo forth. 1 Kings viii. 39. 
B} 5 xiv. 14. Eph. vi. 18, 1 Theſſ. v. 17. 1 ohh v. 14. 
Teach. How are theſe fix petitions divided ? 

Dif. Into two parts, anſwering to the t17o. tables of 
ble law: the firſt three, concerns the glory of God 
e, and the other three, his glory. in our own 
"* welfare, and our neighbours. Matth. vi. 9 10. &c. 
Luke xi. 2. 3. G. 

Teach. What flirs up and ſoarpens 1 us to earneft 

”' prayer? 7 
| Dif." The Spirit of God, by means of fdbriery? faſt · 
* ing, and divers afflictions, called the croſs of Ehriſt, 
'J for the bearing whereof we have need of patience. 
Pal. 1, 15. Rom. viii. 26. 27. and v. 3. 4. Acts xiil. 
| . and xiv. 23. Gal. vi. 12. 14. Heb. x. 36. Jam. i. 4. 5. 
Taeach. Den the begun holineſs of Chrift in us, Where 
55 at laſt we ſhall be throughly ſanctiſied, is no cauſe 
1 cur. ſalvation, ue, it muſt go before our full en- 


«fo ing "thereof i in heaven? 
Di. Ye ſay true: for if When we were enemies, 


we were reconciled to God by the death of his Son; 
much more being reconciled, we ſhall be faved by his 
fe, in whom we are complete. 2 Cor. wi. I, 
76 core v. 25. 8 v. 10. Col. ii. 10. ; 
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